
Amy-Jill Levine grew up Jewish in a Roman 
Catholic neighborhood in Massachusetts and loved 
attending mass with her friends.  When she was 8, 
a classmate called her a Christ-killer.  She 
determined to learn, if she could, why a boy would 
say a thing like that.  Now a New Testament 
scholar and teacher at Vanderbilt University 
Divinity School in Nashville, Tenn., she opposes 
religious bigotry on several fronts.  She teaches 
and writes about the relationship between Judaism 
and the origins of Christianity and helps her 
students understand attitudes toward Jews in the 
New Testament.  She also heads a project designed 
to help persons and groups in the community 
understand and deal with issues of gender, 
sexuality and intolerance as they impact church 
and synagogue.  A popular professor, known for 
being smart and funny, she describes herself as a 
“Yankee Jewish feminist who teaches in a 
predominately Protestant seminary in the buckle of 
the Bible belt.”  She is in demand as a speaker and 
lecturer, especially in churches where people are 
eager to hear her fresh perspective on Scriptures.  
A colleague has said that she could offer a course 
on the phone book and 50 students would sign up. 
  
From Study Guide of “What's God Up To:  Bible Stories Through 
New Eyes” DVD Lecture Series by Amy Jill Levine

Friday Evening Following Lecture:  Live Performance of a Reader’s Theatre  
Mark Twain’s “Diaries of Adam and Eve” 

 
Mark Twain wrote the diaries in two parts.  
“The Diary of Adam” was written during 
the 1890’s.  “The Diary of Eve” was written 
15 years later.  Twain was 70 years old and 
it was written shortly after the death of his 
beloved wife, Lily.   
 
Put together, the two diaries provide us with 
an enduring story of two very special people 
who are thrust together in the Garden of 
Eden.  These first “lovers” grow to 
understand and love each other.  They 
endure mutual misunderstandings, 
disappointments, and heart aches.  Their 
story is a portrait of a love that somehow 
survives and prevails. 

 

 
Lecture Series Schedule 

Friday, September 23, 2011 
6:00 – 7:00 pm Silent Auction and Light Refreshments 
7:00 – 8:15 pm Opening Lecture:  Returning to Eden:  A New Look at Adam and Eve,  
8:15 pm Break  - hors d’oeuvres 
9:00 pm Reader’s Theater Presentation of Mark Twain’s Diaries of Adam and Eve 
10:00 pm Silent Auction Closes 
Saturday, September 24, 2011 
8:00 am Silent Auction Opens 
8:30 – 10:00 am Lecture Two:  David and Bathsheba:  Responsibility, Blame and 

Reconciliation includes questions and answers 
10:30 am – 12:00 pm Lecture Three:  Jesus, Women and Sexuality includes questions and 

answers 
2:00 – 3:30 pm Lecture Four:  Paul and Sexuality includes questions and answers 
12:30 pm Silent Auction Closes 
Sunday, September 25, 2011 
9:45 – 10:45 am Special Lecture by Amy-Jill Levine – Sanctuary 
8:00 am – 12:30 pm Unsold Silent Auction Items Available for Sale in Fellowship Hall 



____________________________________ 

TICKETS AND REGISTRATION 
CORNER CRUSE & LAWRENCE – HELENA 

406-442-5643 
 
Complete Lecture Series ..................$50 
 ($60 after 9/18/11 and at the door) 
Friday Evening Only..........................$35 
 ($40 after 9/18/11 and at the door) 
Saturday Only ...................................$25 
 ($30 after 9/18/11 and at the door) 
Students with Student ID ..................$25 
 (One ticket good for all sessions – 
 purchase only at door) 
 

Order advance tickets from:  
www.stpaulshelena.org 

 
Fast . . . Easy . . . and Secure! 

 
Tickets are also available at St. Paul's 
United Methodist Church office. 
 
___________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“People of good will, theological concern, and 
personal integrity will find themselves on the 
opposite sides of many of the issues that fall, directly 
or elusively, under rubric of the Bible and sexuality.  
This does not necessarily mean that one view is right 
and the other wrong.  It does mean, however, we 
should not demonize those whose interpretations 
differ from our own.” 
 Amy-Jill Levine - forward to  
 Sex Text from the Bible  
 by Teresa J. Hornsby, 2007 
 
“The best classroom teacher I have seen in my 35 
years in theological education, bar none!”  
 Joseph Hough  
 Dean of Union Theological Seminary 
 
“To bash a gay person, psychologically or 
physically, or to suggest that a gay person is going to 
hell, is not the role of the person who, at least in my 
view, takes the Bible seriously.  The role of the one 
who takes the text seriously is to love.  The decision 
of who gets into heaven or not is, according to the 
New Testament, that of Jesus (see Matthew 25) not 
that of the individual believer.”  
 Amy-Jill Levine, Nashville Scene, 2005 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

     September 23 – 25, 2011 
 

     Corner Lawrence & Cruse 
   Helena, MT 

 
 
 
 

   Featuring 
   Amy-Jill Levine, Ph.D. 

 
   University Professor of New 

   Testament and Jewish Studies  
 

   Vanderbilt University 
   Divinity School 

 

 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

is a Christian Community in the Heart of 
Helena, Grounded in Hospitality, 

Growing in Faith, Giving in Service and 
Going in Mission. 

 

 
Open hearts.  Open minds.  Open doors. 

Silent Auction 
 

The Annual Expanding Faith Lecture 
Series is made possible by ticket sales 
and proceeds from a Silent Auction in 
St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall before and 

after each lecture on Friday and 
Saturday, September 23 – 24.  Unsold 
items will be available for sale in the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday morning.  
Tax-deductible donations of treasured 
items for auction are encouraged.  The 

quality of donations in the past has 
ensured that all items are sold at the 

auction. 


